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EXODUS  25  // The  LORD  said  to  Moses,  2 “Speak  to  the  people  of 
Israel,  that  they  take  for  me  a  contribution.  From  every  man  whose 
heart  moves  him  you  shall  receive  the  contribution  for  me.  3  And 
this is the contribution that you shall receive from them: gold, silver, 
and  bronze,  4  blue  and  purple  and  scarlet  yarns  and  fine  twined 
linen,  goats’  hair,  5  tanned  rams’  skins,  goatskins,  acacia  wood, 
6 oil  for  the  lamps,  spices  for  the  anointing  oil  and  for  the  fragrant 
incense,  7  onyx  stones,  and  stones  for  setting,  for  the  ephod  and 
for the breastpiece. 8 And let them make me a sanctuary, that I may 
dwell  in  their  midst.  9 Exactly  as  I  show you  concerning  the  pattern 
of the tabernacle, and of all its furniture, so you shall make it. 

GOD’S DWELLING

————LIVING WITH GOD



“We couldn’t agree on a sofa. 
We spent a lot of time asking 
ourselves what is the purpose of 
a sofa? I just couldn’t buy one 
until I could understand and 
appreciate its purpose.”  
- Steve Jobs 
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LAMPSTAND

ARK OF THE COVENANT

TABLE OF SHOWBREAD
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10  “They  shall  make  an  ark  of  acacia  wood.  Two  cubits  and  a  half 
shall  be  its  length,  a  cubit  and  a  half  its  breadth,  and  a  cubit  and  a 
half  its  height.  11  You  shall  overlay  it  with  pure  gold,  inside  and 
outside  shall  you  overlay  it,  and  you  shall  make  on  it  a  molding  of 
gold  around  it.  12  You  shall  cast  four  rings  of  gold  for  it  and  put 
them on  its  four  feet,  two rings  on  the  one  side  of  it,  and  two rings 
on the other  side of  it.  13 You shall  make poles  of  acacia  wood and 
overlay them with gold. 14 And you shall put the poles into the rings 
on the sides of the ark to carry the ark by them. 15 The poles shall 
remain  in  the  rings  of  the  ark;  they  shall  not  be  taken  from  it. 
16 And you shall put into the ark the testimony that I shall give you. 

PLACE OF MERCY

————LIVING WITH GOD
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Ark: Vault for valuable objects
The Testimony: Contract
Blood: Signature

THE ARK
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The  term  “mercy  seat”  comes  from  the 
Hebrew  word  kappōreth ,(כַּפֹּרֶת)   which  literally 
means “covering” or “place of atonement.”

THE ARK
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US
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23 “You shall make a table of acacia wood. Two cubits shall be its 
length,  a  cubit  its  breadth,  and  a  cubit  and  a  half  its  height. 
24 You shall overlay it with pure gold and make a molding of gold 
around  it.  25  And  you  shall  make  a  rim  around  it  a  handbreadth 
wide,  and  a  molding  of  gold  around  the  rim.  26  And  you  shall 
make  for  it  four  rings  of  gold,  and  fasten  the  rings  to  the  four 
corners  at  its  four  legs.  27 Close  to  the  frame the  rings  shall  lie, 
as holders for the poles to carry the table. 28 You shall make the 
poles  of  acacia  wood,  and  overlay  them  with  gold,  and  the  table 
shall  be  carried  with  these.  29 And  you  shall  make  its  plates  and 
dishes  for  incense,  and  its  flagons  and  bowls  with  which  to  pour 
drink  offerings;  you  shall  make  them  of  pure  gold.  30  And  you 
shall  set  the  bread  of  the  Presence  on  the  table  before  me 
regularly. 

PLACE OF FRIENDSHIP

————LIVING WITH GOD
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Sustenance – Bread as life-giving
Fellowship – Priests eat in God’s presence
Permanence – Bread is replaced weekly

THE ARK
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31 “You shall make a lampstand of pure gold. The lampstand shall 
be  made  of  hammered  work:  its  base,  its  stem,  its  cups,  its 
calyxes, and its flowers shall be of one piece with it. 32 And there 
shall  be  six  branches going out  of  its  sides,  three branches of  the 
lampstand  out  of  one  side  of  it  and  three  branches  of  the 
lampstand  out  of  the  other  side  of  it;  33  three  cups  made  like 
almond  blossoms,  each  with  calyx  and  flower,  on  one  branch,  and 
three cups made like almond blossoms, each with calyx and flower, 
on  the  other  branch—so  for  the  six  branches  going  out  of  the 
lampstand.

PLACE OF PRESENCE

————LIVING WITH GOD
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34 And on the lampstand itself there shall be four cups made like 
almond  blossoms,  with  their  calyxes  and  flowers,  35  and  a  calyx 
of  one piece with  it  under  each pair  of  the six  branches going out 
from the  lampstand.  36 Their  calyxes  and  their  branches  shall  be 
of  one  piece  with  it,  the  whole  of  it  a  single  piece  of  hammered 
work of  pure gold.  37 You shall  make seven lamps for  it.  And the 
lamps shall be set up so as to give light on the space in front of it. 
38 Its  tongs  and  their  trays  shall  be  of  pure  gold.  39 It  shall  be 
made, with all these utensils, out of a talent of pure gold. 40 And 
see that you make them after the pattern for them, which is being 
shown you on the mountain.

PLACE OF PRESENCE

————LIVING WITH GOD
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Light //
Wealth – oil was costly.  
Protection – light drove away threats and wild animals.  
Community – presence, warmth, life.  
Seven lamps - God’s light never goes out.

THE ARK
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