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God, the True Seeker – 1 & 2 Chronicles 
The Temple, the Exile, and the God Who Never Stopped Looking 

1 Chronicles 28  |  2 Chronicles 6  |  2 Chronicles 36 
 

 
 

In 1987, a woman walked into a New York hospital and walked out carrying someone else’s 
baby. The infant’s name was Carlina White. She grew up not knowing another life existed — a 
different name, a different family, a different history. For twenty-three years, her biological 
parents Joy and Carl never stopped looking. They put her photo on a missing children’s website 
and left it there. They never took it down. 

Carlina eventually grew suspicious when she couldn’t obtain a birth certificate for her own child. 
She went searching online and found her own baby photo. She picked up the phone. When she 
called her biological mother for the first time, Joy recognized her voice immediately. She had 
been waiting for that call for twenty-three years. 

Carlina thought she was doing the finding. Her parents had never stopped. 

That is the story of First and Second Chronicles. It is not primarily a history of Israel’s kings. It is 
the story of a God who never stopped looking — who built a place to meet his people, watched 
them walk away from it, and kept finding ways back to them. The thread that holds Chronicles 
together is a single word: temple. And the question Chronicles is asking is not whether you can 
find God, but whether you are willing to be found. 

 
 

MOVEMENT 1  Temple Built: God Chose to Be Here 
First Samuel through Second Kings ends in exile and hopelessness. When you arrive at First 
Chronicles, you are reading the same story — but from a different angle. Where Kings focuses 
on the fall of Israel’s kings, Chronicles shows a thread of redemption woven through the same 
events. That thread runs straight to one word: temple. 

David conceived it near the end of his reign. He gathered the materials, organized the priests, 
and laid out the vision. Solomon built it and dedicated it. And at the dedication, Solomon asked 
the question that has haunted every honest worshiper since: “But will God indeed dwell with 
man on the earth? Behold, heaven and the highest heaven cannot contain you, how much less 
this house that I have built.” The answer, remarkably, was yes. God moved in. 

The temple was designed with access in mind. You could pray from a battlefield, from exile in a 
foreign land, from the depths of a sin you couldn’t get out of. God made himself findable in every 
condition. 



This is the paradigm shift Chronicles is pressing. If you have ever felt the pull toward something 
more — if you have ever stood in a quiet moment and thought, God, are you there? — that pull 
is not you initiating. The seeker in this story is not you. It has never been you. 

 
DISCUSSION 

Q1  Solomon dedicated the most magnificent building in the ancient world and immediately 
questioned whether God could even fit inside it. When have you experienced the gap between 
the religious structures you’ve built around faith and an actual sense of God’s presence? What 
does that gap tell you? 

See Psalm 139:7–12; Acts 17:24–28 

Q2  The sermon suggests the paradigm is wrong — that it is not humans seeking God but God 
seeking us. How does reframing your spiritual life as a response rather than an initiative change 
how you approach prayer, doubt, or seasons of distance from God? 

See Luke 15:3–7; Romans 5:8 

 
 

MOVEMENT 2  Temple Destroyed: We Walked Away 
In 586 BC, Nebuchadnezzar’s armies broke down the walls of Jerusalem and burned the temple 
to the ground. But Chronicles is clear: Babylon did not destroy the temple. Israel did. 
Nebuchadnezzar only finished what 373 years of rebellion had already started. 

Second Chronicles 36 names what happened plainly: the officers of the priests and the people 
were exceedingly unfaithful, following all the abominations of the nations. They polluted the 
house of the LORD. God sent messenger after messenger before the end came — persistently, 
because he had compassion on his people. But they mocked the messengers, despised the 
words, scoffed at the prophets, until there was no remedy. 

To review Kings is to review your own heart. The drift does not happen all at once. It happens in 
the small decisions — the slow movement toward every other altar, the gradual preference for 
everything else over the one place where God said, I am here. The exile came not from a lack 
of warning. It came from a refusal to hear. 

 
DISCUSSION 

Q3  The destruction of the temple did not begin with Babylon — it began with 373 years of small 
compromises. Where do you notice the slow drift in your own life? What are the incremental 
choices that, over time, dim what God has built in you? 

See Hebrews 3:12–15; Revelation 2:4–5 

Q4  God sent messenger after messenger before the exile came. Looking back, what are the 
messengers you have received in your own life — moments of conviction, people who spoke 
truth, circumstances that called you back — and how did you respond? 

See Jeremiah 7:25–26; Hebrews 1:1–2 

 
 



MOVEMENT 3  Temple Restored: God Keeps Finding You 
The last two verses of Second Chronicles are among the most quietly astonishing in all of 
Scripture. The temple has been ash for nearly fifty years. Israel is scattered. And then — a 
pagan Persian king named Cyrus wakes up one morning and issues a decree: God has 
charged me to build him a house at Jerusalem. Whoever is among you of all his people, may 
the LORD his God be with him. Let him go up. 

God did not wait for Israel to move first. He stirred a foreign king. He used a man who did not 
know him to reopen what his own people had lost. Only forty-eight years after the fall. After 373 
years of rebellion. God keeps choosing you. God chases you. 

Every physical temple fell and pointed forward — Solomon’s burned, Zerubbabel’s was defiled, 
Herod’s was leveled by Rome in 70 AD. But at Pentecost, the presence that David intended, 
Solomon questioned, Israel forfeited, and Cyrus reopened settled permanently in people. Paul 
writes to Corinth: Do you not know that you are God’s temple and that God’s Spirit dwells in 
you? You are the temple now. The God who spent all of history building a place to meet his 
people has made his home in you. 

The presence David intended, Solomon questioned, Israel forfeited, and Cyrus reopened — 
settled permanently in people. 

 
DISCUSSION 

Q5  God used Cyrus — a pagan king who did not know him — to reopen what Israel had lost. 
What does it mean to you that God does not wait for his people to move first? How does that 
change the way you think about seasons when you have felt far from God? 

See Isaiah 45:1–7; Romans 8:28 

Q6  Paul writes that we are now the temple — the dwelling place of God’s Spirit. What would it 
look like to actually live from that reality this week? What in your daily life would shift if you 
genuinely believed God’s presence was not somewhere you had to find, but somewhere you 
already were? 

See 1 Corinthians 3:16–17; Ephesians 2:19–22 
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